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Abstract

The crime of forgery is an immoral crime that breaches the public
trust and threatens the security and stability of the society. Forgery
counterfeits the truth in written official and consuetudinary documents.
Such written documents play an important role in the daily life of the
establishment and individuals. The establishment depends on written
documents for the public management of state while individuals depend on
it to contract and transact and resolve legal disputes. Written documents
need to be true and trustworthy to play such a role. Therefore, the penal
law was enacted to increase peoples’ trust in written documents.

This study examines the crime of forgery in the Palestinian
legislation. It adopts the comparative methodology to compare legal texts
pertaining to the crime of forgery. The compared legal provisions are from
the Palestinian law, the Egyptian law, the Jordanian law and Islamic Sharia
law. The study also analysis these legal provisions when it deems
necessary.

The researched divided this study into an introduction and three
chapters. In the introduction, he explains the nature of forgery and defines
it linguistically, technically, legally and judicially. He also explains the
reasons behind the incrimination of forgery under law. Finally, he explains
the legal structure of the crime of forgery in the above mentioned laws.

The first chapter explains the basic elements of forgery both the
physical and the incorporeal elements. The first topic explains the physical
element of forgery while the second topic explains the two sections of
incorporeal element which are general criminal section and the private
criminal section.

The second chapter explains the methods of forgery as determined
by law: the first topic explains the methods of physical forgery such as
falsifying signatures and stamps, adding names and pictures to documents,
and counterfeiting. The second topic explains the methods of incorporeal
forgery such as changing the statement of persons, creating a fake incident
to look like real one or making an unacknowledged incident to seem as an
acknowledged one.

The third chapter explains the penalty of forgery in two topics: the
first one explains the penalty of falsifying written official and
consuetudinary documents while the second topic illustrates the penalty of
forging negotiable bonds, trademarks, revenue stamps and seals.

The study concludes that forgery involves changing the truth in a
written document by one of the methods stated in law. This change is made
deliberately to cheat and may cause harm to another person or entity. The



Palestinian law recommends that penalty is decided upon the type of the
document forged whether official or consuetudinary. Once the document is
official, penalty is decide upon the type of the forger whether a public
employee or not a public employee.

Allah is Source of Success
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